REMARKS 

Favorable consideration of this application, as presentiy amended, is respectfully 
requested. 

The present preliminary amendment is submitted to place the above-identified 
application in more proper format imder United States practice. 

By the present preliminary amendment the claims are amended to no longer recite 
any multiple dependencies. Further, Claims 9, 10, 20, and 21 have been written to more fully 
write out the subject matter previously incorporated by the multiple dependencies. 

The presently submitted claun amendments are deemed to be self-evident from the 
original disclosure, and thus are not deemed to raise any issues of new matter. 

The present application is believed to be in condition for a full and thorough 
examination on the merits. An early and favorable consideration of the present application is 
hereby respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 



Gregory J. Maier 
Registration No. 25,599 
Attorney of Record 
Surinder Sachar 
Registration No. 34,423 




22850 

(703) 413-3000 

Fax #: (703)413-2220 

GJM:SNS/smi 



I:\atty\SNS\2 1 64 1 9US-pr.wpd 



216419US 

Marked -Up Copy 

Serial No: 

Amendment Filed on: 



INTHRCTATMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

~5. (Amended) A method for reinforcing a structure as described in Claim 1 [or 4], 
wherein an adhesive layer is formed on at least one side of the high-ductility material, and 
the high-ductility material is affixed to the member via the adhesive layer. 

6. (Amended) A method for reinforcing a structure as described in Claim 3[ or 4], 
wherein the high-ductility material is wound on the member such that the overlap portions 
are bonded together and/or such that the high-ductility material is bonded to a surface of the 
member at at least a single zonal region extending along a length direction of flie member. 

9. (Amended) A method for reinforcing a structure as described in [any one of 
Claims 1, 4, 5, 6, and 8] ClainLl, wherein the high-ductility material is a fihroiis or rubber 
tape-like sheet material [is disposed such that spiral winding described in Claim 3] mamd 
spirally while overiapping at overlap p nitin ^ and [rolling described in Claim 7 are] is 
combined with being rolled tiehtlv on the member hv a pluralit y of turns to t hereby he. rnUfd 

i n l ayers such that at least a ro lling start en d nortion o f the hig h-dnr tilitv material is bonded 
to a corresponding portion of an outer surface of the member while a r olling terminatmn ^.pd 

portion of the high-dllCtili tV materia l is bo nd e d to a corresponding portion of an iinHerly ing 
layer of the high-ductility material 
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10. (Amended) A method for reinforcing a stmcture as described in Claim 9, 
wherein the high-ductility material is a fibrous or rubber tape-like sheet material and is 
spirally wound on the member along an overall length of the member [as described in Claim 
3] while overlapping at overlap portions before or after the high-ductility material is rolled on 
the member at upper and lower end portions of the member [as described in Claim 7] hy 
being rolled t i ehtl v on the member bv a plur a li t y o f tu rns t o thereby be rolled in layers such 
that at least a rolling start end portion of the high-ductility material is bonded to a 
corresponding portion of an outer surface of the member while a r o lling termination end 
portion of th e high-ductility material is bonded to a corresponding portion of an underlying 
layer of the high-ductility material . 

12. (Amended) A method for reinforcing a stmcture as described in [any one of 
Claims 1 to 1 1] Claim 1> wherein the high-ductility material is disposed such that a cavity or 
a weak layer is interposed between the high-ductility material and the member. 

17. (Amended) A configuration for reinforcing a structure as described in Claim 12[ 
or 16], wherein an adhesive layer is formed on at least one side of the high-ductility material, 
and the high-ductility material is affixed to the member via the adhesive layer. 

18. (Amended) A configuration for reinforcing a structure as described in Claim 15[ 
or 16], wherein the high-ductility material is wound on the member such that the overlap 
portions are bonded together and/or such that the high-ductility material is bonded to a 
surface of the member at at least a single zonal region extending along a length direction of 
the member. 

20. (Amended) A configuration for reinforcing a structure as described in Claim 13, 
wherein the high-ductility material is a fibrous or rubber tape-like shee t material and is 
disposed such that [spiral winding described in Claim 15] it is wound spirally on an outer 
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surface of the member in a fixed and overlap ping ronditir^ n and [rolling described in Claim 
19 are combined] i s combined with beinP rolled tiphflv on th^ m emh^r in ^ p lu rality of lay ^rc 
SBch that at least a rollinp start end norfion of the hig h- ductilitv matf^n al is bonded tn « 
corresponding portion of an outer surfa ce of th e member while a railing terminatinn ^n.^ 
portion of the h ig h-ductility material is bonded to a r-orres nondinp n ortion of an nnH^riy i ^i g 

layer of the bigh-Hnrtility material 

21. (Amended) A configuration for reinforcing a structure as described in Claim 20, 
wherein the high-ductility material is spirally wound on the member along an overall length 
of the member [as described in Claim 15] such that it is wound sp irally on an outer snrfao^ nf 
the member in a fixed and overlapping condit i on before or after the high-ductiUty material 
rolled on the member at upper and lower end portions of the member [as described in Claim 

19] by being rolled tiphtlv on the member in a p l.irali tv of layers such that at least a rolling 
Start end port i on of the hiph-ductilitv material is hondeH t o a corresp onding portion of 
outer surface of the member while a rolli ng termination end p ortion of the hig h-Hnrtiiity 

material is bonded to a COrreSPOndinP portion of an nn d erlving la yer of the big h-Hnntjlity 
material. 

23. (Amended) A configuration for reinforcing a structure as described in Claim 13 
[or 22], wherein the high-ductility material is disposed such that a cavity or a weak layer is 
interposed between the high-ductility material and the member.- 
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